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General Shale Implements Company-Wide Recycling  
 
JOHNSON CITY, Tenn. — General Shale Brick, the North American subsidiary of Wienerberger 
AG and a leading manufacturer of one of the world’s oldest green building materials, has 
expanded its commitment to environmental responsibility with the implementation of a company-
wide recycling program at each of its 54 locations nationwide. 
 
“Environmental stewardship has always been a priority for our company,” says General Shale 
President and CEO Dick Green. “Our products come from the earth, and technology has 
improved so that production processes require 70 percent less energy than in the 1970s. The 
recycling program adds another dimension to General Shale’s environmentally friendly 
practices, establishing efficient procedures for what most of us have been doing for some time. 
We are already seeing significant results.”  
 
One example is General Shale’s Blue Ridge plant in Roanoke, Va., which initiated a recycling 
program in 2010. The site now recycles two eight-yard containers each week, yielding 5.3 tons 
of paper in six months. Company-wide recycling efforts are expected to result in 80 tons of 
paper, 35 tons of wood pallets, six tons of plastics and 300 tons of steel recycled per year.  
 
The recycling plan involves seven strategic steps, including auditing waste streams, determining 
the amount and type of containers needed, developing handling and storage procedures, and 
providing employee training, tracking progress, continually identifying additional recyclable 
items, and calculating cost effectiveness.  
 
Since 1960 the amount of waste generated by Americans has nearly tripled. Each year, U.S. 
businesses trash enough paper to build a 12-foot wall from New York City to Los Angeles. 
Although only about one-tenth of all solid garbage is recycled, thousands of responsible 
companies – such as General Shale Brick – are adopting green practices that pay dividends in 
the form of natural resource conservation, pollution control and waste removal cost reduction. 
 
Recycling is making a sizeable impact on the nation’s 230 million tons of trash per year in a 
variety of ways: 
 

 Recycling one ton of mixed paper saves the energy equivalent of 185 gallons of 
gasoline; 

 Recycling one million cell phones saves enough energy to power more than 19,000 
homes with electricity for an entire year; 

 Recycling one ton of waste pays $101 in salaries and wages, produces $275 more in 
goods and services, and generates $135 more in sales than disposal in a landfill. 
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About General Shale Brick 
General Shale Brick is America’s largest brick, stone and concrete block manufacturer 
supplying a wide variety of masonry materials for residential, commercial and specialty 
architectural projects. These materials include brick, thin veneers, stone, outdoor living kits and 
various building materials.  There are approximately 250 distinct combinations of sizes, colors 
and textures to complete any building project. With a life cycle of over 100 years, the 
sustainability of brick is our commitment to responsible stewardship. 
 
Throughout the U.S. and Canada, General Shale Brick operates manufacturing facilities in 10 
states and provinces, in addition to a network of 35 distribution centers across the country.  
General Shale Brick was founded in 1928 and is headquartered in Johnson City, Tennessee. 
For more information, visit www.generalshale.com  
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